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the sea, two points would give results of special value

to an enemy attack.    The first was Arras, which was

a centre on which lines converged from West Flanders

and north-eastern France, and from which lines ran

down the Ancre valley to Amiens and the basin of

the Seine, to Boulogne by Doullens and by St. Pol,

and northward to Lens and Bethune.    The second

was La Bassee,  which  gave  a  straight  line   by

Bethune and St.  Omer  to Calais and Boulogne.

If the Germans sought possession of the Channel

ports, then their natural road was by one or the

other.   A third possible route lay along the seashore

by Nieuport, where the great coast road runs behind

the shelter of the dunes.   If the aim of the enemy

was the speedy capture of  Dunkirk, Calais, and

Boulogne, a successful breach in the Allied front at

Arras or La Bassee would enable them to realize it.

Possible, but far less valuable for the same purpose,

was the road which followed the sea.    It was the

shortest route to Calais, but it had no railway to

accompany it, and it led through some of the most

difficult country which a great army could encounter.

In war the shortest way to an end is often the

longest.   By this time the German Staff, under the

inspiration of Falkenhayn, who had succeeded Moltke,

had decided that at all costs the Channel ports must

be won.   Their main reason was twofold.   They

thought that the capture of Calais and Boulogne

would gravely alarm public opinion in Britain, and

interfere with the sending of the new levies.   In the

second place, with the coast in their possession, they

hoped to mount big guns which would command the
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